
Significant historical
events in the locality

Crewe during the
Second World War

Rachel Hathaway Illustrations



For Teachers: Curriculum Links
This resource has been developed to support the following National Curriculum links.

Key Stage 2

History: A local history study, a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is
significant in the locality.
History: A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond
1066, a significant turning point in British history, for example, the first railways or the Battle of Britain. 

Key Stage 3

History: Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day, the the Second World War. 
History: A local history study, a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above and a study of
an aspect or site in local history dating from a period before 1066



For Teachers: Additional Resources
We already have three resource packs available that focus on Crewe during the the Second World War. 

John Bunting
A resource pack investigating the real story of John Bunting, an apprentice fitter in the Rolls Royce factory in Pyms
Lane, Crewe during the the Second World War. This is when Rolls Royce were contracted by the government to
produce Merlin Aero engines for the Spitfire and Hurricane aircraft that fought during the Battle of Britain. 

Daisy Haywood
A resource pack investigating the roles of women in Crewe during the the Second World War. This explores the Land
Army, the Rolls Royce factory making Merlin aero engines, railway porters at Crewe Station and air raid wardens. 

Remembrance in Crewe
A resource pack investigating how people have remembered those lost in conflict in Crewe. 

You can find these here: https://www.crewetowncouncil.gov.uk/council-services-2/crewe-heritage/heritage-
resources/

You can see how these resources support the curriculum here: https://www.crewetowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Teacher-Curriculum-Links.pdf 



What is included in this resource pack?
This pack will focus on the locality during the Second World War and explore the following enquiry questions. 

Enquiry Question 1: How did Crewe contribute to the wider war effort in Britain?
Introduction
The First World War recap
The Second World War: Merlin aero- engines
The Second World War: Women’s roles
The Second World War: Covenanter tanks
The Second World War: Uniform manufacturing

Enquiry Question 2: How did the people of Crewe prepare for the Second World War?
Introduction
Shelters in Crewe
Precautions at the Works
Invasion exercises
Taking on new roles

Enquiry Question 3: How did the Second World War affect life in Crewe?
Introduction



Food and rationing
Bomb damage
Scrap railings
Prisoner of War Camps: Crewe Hall
Prisoner of War Camps: Weston Village

Enquiry Question 4: What was life like for children in Crewe during the Second World War?
Introduction
Toys 
Evacuation
Memories

Enquiry Question 5: How was Crewe protected from aerial attacks? 
Introduction
No.949 Crewe Barrage Balloon Squadron
Blackouts
Camouflaged walls

Enquiry Question 6: Why was Crewe a target for bombing? 
Introduction: Evidence

Enquiry Question 7: What happened in Crewe when the war was over?
Introduction: VE Day



Enquiry Question 1

How did Crewe contribute to the
wider war effort in Britain?



Enquiry Question 1 Introduction
During the First World War, Crewe Works and different industries in Crewe at the time contributed to the wider war
effort through the manufacturing of the Crewe Tractor, armoured trains, munitions and prosthetic limbs. 

When the Second World War began, industries within Crewe already knew how to use the skills and expertise in their
area to shift manufacturing onto resources needed for the wider war effort. 

Let’s recap what they manufactured for the First World War and explore what they manufactured in the Second World
War. 



The First World War recap
The First World War began in 1914.Crewe Works at the time was managed by the London and North Western Railway
(LNWR) and they were fully supportive of the war effort, as were most railway manufacturing companies at the time.
The LNWR was asked by the British Government to use their locomotive manufacturing skills to develop different
resources for the war effort and a majority of this was completed at Crewe Works. 

During this period, they were involved in the manufacturing of: 
The Crewe Tractor: They used their skills of developing locomotives and adapted 138 different vehicles made by
the London and North Western Railway (LNWR) at Crewe Works to develop the Crewe Tractor. This was  because
there was a lack of powered transport in the trenches in France and Belgium. They developed this from a Ford
Model T car so that it could be adapted to a locomotive within one hour. This Crewe Tractor locomotive could
transport carts of munitions, weapons and medical equipment to the trenches. 
Munitions: They opened a new division within their Works to develop munitions like weapons and explosive
shells. It was a dangerous job but was the first time women were encouraged to work at Crewe Works. Read our
Daisy Bunting resource pack to find out more. 
Prosthetic limbs: Crewe Works also specialised in making prosthetic limbs for employees who had accidents at
the Works, like losing their hands, arms or legs. Accidents were common with so much heavy moving machinery
in the Works. Crewe Works had a prosthetic limb maker at the Works hospital called Edwin Flockton who helped
to make 17,000 prosthetic limbs for staff. When the First World War began in 1914, Crewe Works hospital made
bespoke prosthetic limbs for soldiers who had lost a limb. 
Armoured trains: They made and equipped two armoured trains in 1915. These were for defending the coastlines
in Norfolk and Scotland. They were fitted with guns that could shoot three miles.



This is the Crewe
Tractor made by

Crewe Works during
the First World War. 



Credit: Cheshire
Archives and Local

Studies

This is the Crewe
Works munitions
team outside the
General Offices. 



Credit: British
Newspaper Archive
and Railway Work,

Life and Death Project

This is Edwin
Flockton. 



Credit: National
Railway Museum

This is an artificial leg
designed by Crewe

Works in 1885.

Listen to this audio
clip where Howard

Curran talks about his
memories of when

Crewe Works helped
the war effort:

 
https://www.bbc.co.u
k/sounds/play/p01qm

wy6

At 7:45 you can also
hear about Crewe

Works made
prosthetic limbs. 



Credit: Imperial War
Museum

This is one of the
Crewe Works
manufactured

armoured trains. 



Credit: National
Railway Museum

This is another one of
the Crewe Works

manufactured
armoured trains. 



The Second World War: Merlin aero- engines 
In the 1930's, the British Government and Rolls Royce began preparing for war. They began their search for land in July
1938 to build a secret ‘shadow’ factory for an important challenge, building Merlin aero- engines for Hurricane and
Spitfire aircraft. It was these aircraft that would win the Battle of Britain.  

Crewe was chosen due to it being so well connected via the road and railways.
Construction began on Merrill’s farm (now the Bentley factory) and the site opened in 1938, the first Merlin aero-
engine was completed just 5 months later.
During the Second World War, the factory employed around 10,000 people and built houses for their employees. 
The well built, powerful engines made the aircraft travel over 400mph!
26,065 Merlin engines were produced by the Crewe factory.
The factory was camouflaged as housing and streets when viewed from the air and the windows were blacked out
to disguise them and make them less likely to be bombed by an enemy plane. 
They did this because they thought Crewe was likely to be bombed as it was a busy railway town and the
opposition would have wanted to create transport disruption. 
On Sunday 29th December 1940 at 15:09, two bombs were dropped on the factory, killing seventeen workers.

Read our John Bunting resource pack to find out more. 



Credit: Ann Black

This is the factory in
Crewe. Women also

worked at the factory
operating machines
and testing engines. 



The Second World War: Women’s roles
During the Second World War, women were expected to undertake jobs they had not been allowed to do either before
the war or since the First World War. 

Women in Crewe took up different jobs across Crewe to help out. 

In the munition factories making bullets and bomb shells packed with explosives (During WW1).
At the Webb Orphanage hospital near Queens Park caring for wounded soldiers (During WW1).
In the Land Army growing fruit and vegetables for the local area. 
As train porters at Crewe train station, helping with luggage. 
At the Rolls Royce factory testing Merlin aero- engines.
As Air Raid Wardens, making sure civilians were safe during air raids. 
The role of women in both the First World War and the Second World War was vital to ensuring that life back at
home in Britain stayed as normal as can be. 

Read our Daisy Bunting resource pack to find out more. 



Credit: MirrorPix

This shows the railway
porters at Crewe

railway station during
the Second World

War.



During the Second World War, Crewe Works used this skill to manufacture and refurbish Covenanter Tanks. 

Crewe Works at this time was operated by the London, Midland and Scottish Railway Company (LMS) and they were
appointed by the government to design and build an improved Covenanter tank. 

They were appointed because Britain at the time had a limited capacity to manufacture tanks and so they looked for
Works that could quickly use their manufacturing skills to build a better tank than in the past. 

During this time, Crewe Works produced around 150 Covenanter tanks for the British Army in just two months. These
were built by around 8,000 men and women who were employed specifically to do this job. 

Crewe Works began by testing the manufacturing of the tanks before beginning large scale production. However, the
tanks had a problem that meant they were never actively used in conflict. The large engine meant there was no internal
space for a cooling radiator. A cooling radiator was mounted externally and connected to the engine via pipes but it
did not work properly leading to the overheating of the engine and the crew compartment. 

After 1941, it was decided that Covenanter tanks would only be used in Britain and only for training purposes.

The Second World War: Covenanter Tanks



You can see the
Covenantor tanks

being made in Crewe
Works. 



Credit: WikiMedia
Commons

This is the tank in
action. 



Crewe was also where local industries and manufacturers privately supplied products for the war effort. 

One of these industries was Chester Barrie, a clothing company specialising in suits. 

The factory was opened in Crewe due to its convenient location near cloth mills in Huddersfield and shipping location
to the United States, at the Port of Liverpool. 

The factory was opened on Chestnut Grove road in Crewe in 1935. From the beginning of the Second World War, they
focused on manufacturing uniforms for the US Army stationed in Europe after the United States became involved in
the war following he Pearl Harbour attack. 

At the height of the company in Crewe, there were around 1,000 people working here. 

The Second World War: Uniform manufacturing



Credit: Cheshire
Archives and Local

Studies

Take a look at these
images inside the

Chester Barrie
clothing factory. 
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Take a look at these
images inside the

Chester Barrie
clothing factory. 
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Take a look at these
images inside the

Chester Barrie
clothing factory. 
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Take a look at these
images inside the

Chester Barrie
clothing factory. 
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Studies

Take a look at these
images inside the

Chester Barrie
clothing factory. 



Enquiry Question 2

How did the people of Crewe
prepare for the Second World

War?



The First World War focused on ground battles which resulted in mainly soldiers being wounded or killed. 

By the Second World War, there had been a lot of advancement in technology and weapons.

The use of aircraft, meant that the people of Crewe faced the new threat of aerial bombing. 

The local people in Crewe had to adapt the way they lived and worked to protect themselves from this threat. 

Enquiry Question 2 Introduction



Britain began to plan how to keep civilians safe during an air raid attack. 

An air raid attack is when a bomb is dropped from aircraft onto a ground target. 

The sound of the sirens would warn you that you had a limited time to get to a shelter. Where you went depended on if
you were at home or out in the town. Sirens would also sound the all clear when you could leave your shelter. In Crewe,
there were different types of shelters. Brick and concrete shelters were built in nearly all side streets in the town
centre. 

Anderson shelters: You would build these small shelters yourself from corrugated sheets of steel that would be
delivered and they were built in your back garden. They could withstand the effects of a 100 pound bomb. 
Public air raid shelters: If you were outside in the town you might not have had enough time to get back home
before an attack. Public air raid shelters were built in Crewe often with toilet facilities and beds. 
Basements and cellars: Many people also sheltered in cellars underneath their home during an attack. Some
public places like churches and Webb Orphanage opened up their basement shelters to the public too. 
Trenches: In Crewe, many trenches were built next to schools and could fit all the pupils from the school. 

Shelters in Crewe



“It was on a Friday afternoon in April 1940 that rather a rough-looking man came to the
door to tell us he'd left our 'Anderson' shelter on the pavement at the bottom of our steps.

Dad was out at work, so my schoolgirl sister and I dragged and tugged the various parts up
to the garden. Mam was ready, as usual, with the directions, "Up a bit at your end." "Now
lift your end and turn towards me." "Can't you make less noise?" You know the kind of
thing.

There was an assortment of sheets of bright new corrugated iron, long straight pieces,
short straight pieces. All the curved ones were long and they were the most awkward to
handle. There was a bag made of sacking which held nuts and bolts which should
correspond with the holes in the corrugated sheets. No sign of any instruction or diagram.

As soon as Dad had eaten his tea, we made a start. A hole had to be dug in the garden as far
as possible from the house. All the soil was piled in heaps ready to be shovelled on top of
the shelter when it was fitted inside.

It took all weekend, working hard, to get it finished. We crept inside, one by one, to try it.
Neither Dad nor I could stand up straight. The roof was too low. Mam didn't like the idea
of walking on bare soil, so Dad had to make a floor of duck boarding. That made it lower
still. Then he made four very narrow bunks from the wood and springs of an old mattress,
so we perched on these.”

Credit: (WW2 People's
War is an online

archive of wartime
memories contributed

by members of the
public and gathered by
the BBC. The archive

can be found at
bbc.co.uk/ww2peoples

war. Betty Balfour,
WW2 People's War.)

Read this story of
Betty Balfour from

Crewe, who recounts
her memories of

building their
Anderson shelter in

Crewe. 



Credit: Imperial War
Museum

This is an Anderson
shelter. 

Listen to this audio
clip to hear what an

air raid siren sounded
like:

 
https://www.bbc.co.u

k/teach/school-
radio/history-ks2-
world-war-2-clips-

air-raid-siren-sounds-
the-warning/zntfhbk



Credit: Imperial War
Museum

This is a list of cellars
and trenches in

Crewe. 

Do you recognise the
location of any?



Credit: British
Newspaper Archive

Read more about the
air raids in the Crewe
Chronicle newspaper. 



Look at these
illustrations of

trenches built for
schools in Crewe. 



Look at these
illustrations of

trenches built for
schools in Crewe. 



Look at these
illustrations of

trenches built for
schools in Crewe. 



 Look at these
illustrations of public
basements and cellars

in Crewe. 



 Look at these
illustrations of public
basements and cellars

in Crewe. 



With the threat of war in the late 1930's, railway companies needed to begin to plan how they would keep their trains
operating even if the railway lines were bombed. 

Precautions on the Railway



Credit: John Tilly 2015

This is the signal box
along the railway

tracks in Crewe. It was
constructed in 1940.

 
It was built with an Air

Raid Precaution
design. 

This means that it had
38cm concrete walls
and a 45cm concrete
roof. It is 1 of 45 built
in the country. It was

built to replace an
existing wooden and

brick box that was not
as strong. 

This signal box still
exists. It can be seen
from Vernon Way.



Invasion Exercises
On Sunday September 21st 1941, a fake enemy invasion was performed in Crewe to test the people living there and to
see how they would react. 

The exercise included: 

A bombing that the Air Raid Precaution (ARP) team needed to respond to. 
Fake invaders fighting against the Home Guard. 
The telephone service being disconnected.       

Some of the public didn’t take it seriously. They knew that it wasn’t real but got a surprise when they didn’t realise real
gas bombs would be used and they hadn’t bothered to bring their gas masks with them!



Credit: The Museum
of Policing in Cheshire

What can you see
happening in this
invasion exercise? 



Credit: The Museum
of Policing in Cheshire

What can you see
happening in this
invasion exercise? 



Credit: The Museum
of Policing in Cheshire

What can you see
happening in this
invasion exercise? 



Credit: British
Newspaper Archive

This Crewe Chronicle
article explains the

details and
importance of the

rehearsal. 



Credit: British
Newspaper Archive

This Crewe Chronicle
article discusses how

well the rehearsal
went. 

Summarise what
happened during the

rehearsal attack.

Did it go as planned?



Credit: British Newspaper Archive



Taking on new roles  
Those who stayed in Crewe during the war would have had the opportunity to get involved in civil defence
organisations like the Air Raid Precaution (ARP) unit or the Home Guard either to defend Crewe or the company they
were working at. 

Watch this video to see some of these units meet King George VI and Queen Elizabeth at
the Crewe Alexandra football stadium: https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/92100/



Credit: McLean
Collection, Crewe &

District Local History
Association

This is a civil defence
team at the

Cooperative
Wholesale Society

Clothing Factory in
Crewe.

What do you notice? 



Credit: Friends of
Queens Park

This is the Home
Guard teams in Crewe
on a march in Queens

Park in 1940. 

The Home Guard were
set up in 1940 and

trained to protect the
area in case of

invasion as well as to  
dispose of bombs. In

Crewe, there were
different Home

Guards, including a
Home Guard for the
Rolls Royce factory

and a Home Guard for
Crewe Works. 



Credit: Crewe &
District Local History

Association 

This is the Home
Guard at Crewe

Works. 



Credit: Crewe &
District Local History

Association 

This is the Home
Guard at the Weston

Lane Post Office.



Credit: Crewe &
District Local History

Association 

This is the Home
Guard at North Steam

Sheds near Crewe
Station. 



Credit: Crewe &
District Local History

Association 

This building was on
Stewart Street built as

a drill hall for the
Railway Battalion
Territorial Army. 

They would be in
charge of running to

the nearby Valley
Brook to get an

emergency water
supply in case of a fire

caused by a bomb. 



Enquiry Question 3

How did the Second World War
affect life in Crewe?



The people of Crewe dealt with food shortages, bombings and loss of life. 

Lets take a look at how the lives of people living in Crewe would have been affected. 

Enquiry Question 3 Introduction



Food and rationing
Rationing was introduced by the government across the whole country to ensure there were fair shares of food. 

Ration books with coupons inside were handed out to everyone so that you could buy food. 

Not everything was rationed though. Rationed foods included sugar, meat, cheese, biscuits, eggs and milk. 

Other rationed items included clothes, petrol and soap!

The government encouraged people to grow their own fruits and vegetables. 



Credit: British
Newspaper Archive

Rationing began on
the 8th January 1940. 

Take a look at this
advert in the Crewe

Chronicle on Saturday
13 January 1940. 

What are the reasons
given by the Ministry
of Food for rationing?



These ration books
belonged to the

Harvey family who
lived at 136 Flag Lane

in Crewe. 

Credit: Roger Wakefield



What ration coupons
did they have?

Credit: Roger Wakefield



What ration coupons
did they have?

Credit: Roger Wakefield



What ration coupons
did they have?

Credit: Roger Wakefield



What ration coupons
did they have?

Credit: Roger Wakefield



Bomb damage
In Crewe, bombs were dropped on both homes as well as the Rolls Royce factory. 

One of the worst cases of bombing in Crewe was on the evening of the 7th April and the morning of the 8th April
1941 on Martin Street and Earle Street. Residents from Earle Street took refuge in St. Peters Church. Many people
from Crewe were killed along with Police Constable, Frank Marshall who was 24 years old and ARP warden, Arthur
Condliffe who was 18 years old. 
Liverpool was badly damaged during air raids and outside of London was the most heavily bombed area of the
country. On the way back home from Liverpool, there are rumours that the bombers would drop any leftover
bombs over Nantwich and Crewe. One of these landed in a pond at the back of Leighton Hospital in Crewe. Mostly
these bombs never exploded. An unexploded bomb was once found in the Queen’s Park lake. 



These images show
bomb damage in
Crewe on Martin

Street, Earle Street
and Bedford Street. 

Credit: The Museum of
Policing in Cheshire
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These images show
bomb damage in
Crewe on Martin

Street, Earle Street
and Bedford Street. 

Credit: The Museum of
Policing in Cheshire



Locomotives at Crewe
Works and at Crewe

Railway Station were
damaged too. 

Credit: The Museum of
Policing in Cheshire



This is a picture of PC
Frank Marshall.

Credit: The Museum of
Policing in Cheshire



This is an unexploded
bomb that fell in the

front garden of a
home in Nantwich

Road, Crewe.

Credit: The Museum of
Policing in Cheshire



Scrap railings
Everyone was expected to help with the war effort and there was a way for people to contribute even if they couldn’t
join the army, become a Home Guard or grow vegetables in their garden. 

The Government encouraged everyone to contribute their scrap metal throughout the war from their home. In Crewe,
people donated pots and pans, farm equipment and children even donated their toys. 

This was so it could be melted down and reshaped as ships, planes, engines and weapons needed for the war. This was
because the importing of metal could be stopped at any point and the price of importing increased due to the war. 

In April 1941, the Ministry of Supply announced there was a shortage “of the particular type of scrap metal which may
be obtained from railings.”

In September 1941, local authorities were ordered to survey all unnecessary railings. People only had 2 weeks to appeal
against the removal of their railings on artistic, historic or safety grounds. 

This included Crewe where railings were taken from outside homes by the council when the shortage was at its worst.

In February 1942, they introduced the role of Salvage Stewards to help with this collection. 

Even the railings at Buckingham Palace were removed!



Some of these railways were made from cast metal and some were made from forged metal. Cast metal can be
reheated into a liquid to be remoulded but forged metal cannot be reheated. 

After all the metal was collected in Britain, it was thrown into a big pile. Then they realised they couldn’t work out
what was cast or forged so they had to throw it all away!



The Crewe Chronicle
article is from

Saturday 16 May 1942. 

What does it say?

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



The Crewe Chronicle
article is from

Saturday 25 April 1942. 

What does it say?

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



This article explains
the accidents people
kept having after the

railings had been
taken away. 

Watch this video
“Feed the Furnaces”
from 1941, to see an
advert encouraging
people to give their

scrap metal to be
recycled. 

At 1:45 you can see the
railways being

removed. 

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



Crewe Hall was used as a prisoner of war camp, housing over 2,000 senior German officers. 

Most of the officers took part in an education programme at the prisoner of war camp, learning English and reading
books in the library. 

Some records show that these prisoners tried to escape through a tunnel.

When the camp commander, Lord Napier, found out about an escape tunnel he said “As your Commandant I must
condemn your tunnel; as a Colonel of Pioneers, I must admire its construction.”  

Prisoner of war camps: Crewe Hall



This is Crewe Hall.

Credit: Cheshire
Archives and Local

Studies



There was a prisoner of war camp on Snape farm in Weston village that you can still see today. 

The farmers at Snape farm were asked to house these prisoners of war on their land. As a reward, they received money
and the use of electricity as a payment. 

Originally, the farm was intended to be used as an anti- aircraft defence site in 1942. However, by this point they
believed that the threat of bombing was gone. 

Instead, it became a prisoner of war camp with 38 huts. 

There were around 300 German and Italian low risk prisoners that stayed here at one time, to prevent them from
returning to fight.

Prisoner of war camps: Weston village



.

This is the camp now. 

Credit: Matthew
Holmes Mercury Press



.

The prisoners enjoyed
a lot of freedom and
were given access to

Flag Lane Baths at
half- price. 

This angered a lot of
locals who normally

paid full price and
they wrote to the

Crewe Chronicle on
September 13th 1947. 

Read this article to see
what they had to say. 

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



Enquiry Question 4

What was life like for children in
Crewe during the Second World

War?



Children’s lives in Crewe were impacted too.

They may have been separated from one of their parents, dealt with the destruction of their home as well as having to
deal with changes to their everyday lives. 

Schools were turned into first aid centres so a lot of children had to move schools.

Instead, homes in Crewe and 2 rooms at the Webb Orphanage on Victoria Avenue were used as classrooms. 

Children would have made their own toys from recycled materials and had to carry their gas mask with them
everywhere. 

They would have dealt with food shortages and rationing. 

Let’s take a closer look at memories people had of growing up as a child in Crewe during the war. 

Enquiry Question 4 Introduction



Toys
When the war began, the toy factories, like the locomotive factories at Crewe Works, were used to manufacture
munitions and weapons. This resulted in a nationwide shortage of toys, especially those made from rubber and metal
which were materials needed for the war. 

Children turned to making homemade toys out of paper, card and wood or recycled materials like tin.  

Children also looked after pets as well. 
Watch this video to see a boy and his naughty pet duck in Crewe in 1940!
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/80759/



Evacuation 
Children from cities in Britain were evacuated to the countryside in Cheshire. 

Some children from Crewe were also evacuated to the surrounding countryside in Derbyshire and Wales. 



“It was then decided when I was five months old that it was now time to evacuate part of
my family to the peace & tranquillity of Glossop in Derbyshire.

We went on the steam train with my Mother, Brother Ivor & Cousin Jean. My Father &
Uncle Fred accompanied us for the journey. 

Then they had to return home to work & Guard Duties. My Cousin Jean stayed throughout
the Summer Holiday & then had to return to School in Crewe, at this time she was over
ten years old. 

We returned home to Crewe when my brother became old enough to start School & when
it was safe to do so. During this time I distinctively remember owning & carrying my Gas
Mask & wearing my identity chain & disc. 

Our house faced the Methodist Church at the back of the Church were the Balloon Fields,
these were really huge. The Air Raid Shelter was just at the back of our house, there we
took refuge until the All Clear Siren sounded. 

In the shelter it was cold & we had to be wrapped in blankets, it was dark with only candles
or a hand torch to see anything.”

Read this story of
Vanda Hulse from

Crewe, who recounts
her memories of being

evacuated. 

Credit: (WW2 People's
War is an online

archive of wartime
memories contributed

by members of the
public and gathered by
the BBC. The archive

can be found at
bbc.co.uk/ww2peoples

war. Vanda Hulse,
WW2 People's War.)



See children being
evacuated to the

countryside. 

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



Memories
Life was different for children in Crewe. 



“I was two and a half when the war started. We lived in Crewe. We had a garden where
my dad kept geese and chickens. My first memory is sitting in the pram with my younger
sister. I had the ‘handles end’. Crewe was a railway town and mum couldn’t get around
with the pram on the pavement to get to the chemists shop. There were hundreds of
soldiers sleeping there on the pavement. They had been rescued from Dunkirk.

The bombers were cheeky. They followed the railway lines. No doubt they were looking to
bomb Rolls Royce, where they were making Spitfires. It was well camouflaged, made up
to look like an ordinary row of houses. But they did hit it many times. Mum’s stepbrother,
a young boy apprentice, Cyril, was on fire watch the night the Germans hit Rolls Royce. 

There were stick bombs landing in the park. Huge numbers of houses got demolished.
Dad was given deferred occupation from the armed forces. We had our own Anderson
shelter (God, I hated the stench of that; so dark and dank!), but, if we were near dad’s
factory, we used their huge shelter.

I can remember the planes overhead and the smoke bombs in our streets billowing out
dense clouds of acrid smoke to camouflage us. There was an EWS tank (Emergency Water
Storage Tank) on our street. It was huge. There was only just enough space to get a lorry
past. I don’t ever remember being frightened, despite all the dangers. Somehow we just
accepted it as our world.”

Read this story of
Allison Fincham from
Crewe, who recounts

her memories of being
a child in Crewe

during the Second
World War. 

Credit: (WW2 People's
War is an online

archive of wartime
memories contributed

by members of the
public and gathered by

the BBC. The archive
can be found at

bbc.co.uk/ww2peoples
war. Allison Fincham,
WW2 People's War.)



Read this story of
Vanda Hulse from

Crewe, who recounts
her memories of being

a child in Crewe
during the Second

World War. 

Credit: (WW2 People's
War is an online

archive of wartime
memories contributed

by members of the
public and gathered by

the BBC. The archive
can be found at

bbc.co.uk/ww2peoples
war. Vanda Hulse,

WW2 People's War.)

“I was born in the early morning of Sunday 21 January during the bitter cold winter of 1940.
This severe weather lasted for weeks. Naturally during this time the Country was at war
with Germany. My family Grand Parents, Mum, Dad & older Brother was then in great
danger because we lived very close to both the Chester Railway line into Crewe, also the
Locomotive Railway Works & Rolls Royce Factory. Who at this time were building Aircraft
Parts & Engines.

German bombers did get through on several occasions, it was Rolls Royce which was badly
hit on one raid. When the siren was heard we had to go into the Air Raid Shelter at the
back of our house. As the war progressed it then became impossible for us to live in
Minshull New Road. My dad & Uncle Fred were commandeered to join the Home Guard
'Dads Army' as it became affectionately known.

Whilst my Grand Parents reared chickens and dug for England on their Allotments
providing food & sustenance for themselves, friends & neighbours. Bartering became a
very popular past time.

Even when I became old enough to go to school at the age of four the sirens screamed out
to warn us of an imminent attack. When there had been an Air Raid the previous night all
us children were told to down pencils, slates & books & go to sleep to try to compensate on
health grounds. Ration Books & Clothing coupons were given to the whole population &
were very closely guarded. As the War eventually was drawing to a close Rationing was still
very much a burden on all the working classes. There were lots of huge queues in shops &
markets.”



Enquiry Question 5

How was Crewe protected from
aerial attacks? 



During the Second World War, the biggest threat to civilians was enemy aircraft carrying powerful bombs. 

Crewe needed to be protected. 

There were 48,000 people living here. 

There were also Crewe Works and the Rolls Royce Merlin aero- engine factories, both making important weapons,
engines and munitions for the war. 

Let’s take a look at how Crewe was protected. 

Enquiry Question 5 Introduction



Blackouts
During the Second World War at night, people were asked to restrict all light sources. 

This meant people had to cover up all windows with fabric, sacks or newspaper in their homes. 

Street lights were extinguished and cars had to put dimmer caps over their lights. 

This was so that the enemy aircraft could not find their targets on the ground.  

A lot of people got injured because they couldn’t see where they were going at night!

You would also get fined if you were caught by an ARP warden breaking these rules.

Other precautions were taken to make sure Crewe wasn’t a target for an attack. Britain began to understand the
Luftwaffe’s tactics and realised that during blackouts at night when there was a full moon in the sky, the aircraft pilots
would look for reflections in water to help guide them to places. This meant that a lot of lakes were dredged of water
like the lake at Crewe Hall. 



See this notice for
black- out times. 

Why do you think the
times are very

specific?

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



No.949 Crewe Barrage Balloon Squadron
A barrage balloon is a large balloon that stops low flying aircraft from attacking or dropping a bomb. It is usually held
to the ground by metal cables that would destroy any attacking aircraft who touched them. Attackers trying to shoot
down a balloon could also cause an explosion of the hydrogen used to make them float. 

Crewe was said to be covered with barrage balloons. These were managed by the No. 949 Crewe Barrage Balloon
Squadron. 

On the night of the attacks on the Rolls Royce Merlin aero- engine factory, the barrage balloons were down because of
stormy weather in the area so they could not protect the area.  



Credit: Imperial War Museum 

This is what barrage
balloons looked like. 

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



This is an aerial view
from the Rolls Royce

factory who made
Merlin aero- engines

for the Battle of
Britain aircraft. 

Can you see the
barrage balloon?

Most of the other
barrage balloons in

Crewe were over the
Crewe Works sites

where they
manufactured the

locomotives. 

Why was this an
important part of
Crewe to protect?

Credit: Mark Potts



This is the log book of
the No. 949 Crewe
Barrage Balloon

Squadron. 

What was logged?

Credit: The National
Archives



Sections of the roof and external walls at the Rolls Royce factory were painted to resemble homes and streets when
viewed from the air, so that enemy aircraft didn’t realise it was a factory that was building important weapons. 

They also painted the factory to resemble fields, even having wooden cows standing up! 

It was someone’s job it was to move the cows everyday so that the attacking aircraft would not get suspicious!

Crewe Works also had a wall that was painted to look like houses on West Street. 

Camouflaged walls



What can you see?

Credit: Crewe Heritage
Centre



Enquiry Question 6

Why was Crewe a target for
bombing? 



Enquiry Question 6 Introduction: Evidence
After the Second World War, evidence was released showing how the Luftwaffe, the German air force, were spying on
Crewe. Their reconnaissance data was published which shows what sites they were interested in. 

We have already discovered that: 

Crewe is a railway junction where 6 railway lines meet connecting the North, South, East and West of the country.
Crewe Works supplied some of the strongest locomotives at the time nationally. 
Crewe was chosen as the location for (along with Derby) the manufacturing of Rolls Royce Merlin aero- engines to
be used for the Hurricane and Spitfire aircraft used in the Battle of Britain. 



Take a look at the
following primary source

evidence showing
showing the Luftwaffe’s
interest in both the Rolls

Royce Merlin aero-
engine factory as well as

Crewe Works sites. 

The red circles are the
“Sperrballone”. This

means barrage balloon in
German. 

What else is outlined in
red?

Why would these have
been a target for the

Luftwaffe?

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



Take a look at the
following primary source

evidence showing
showing the Luftwaffe’s
interest in both the Rolls

Royce Merlin aero-
engine factory as well as

Crewe Works sites. 

The red outline is the
Rolls Royce factory. 

What other sites on this
map do you recognise

from Crewe now?

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



Take a look at the
following primary source

evidence showing
showing the Luftwaffe’s
interest in both the Rolls

Royce Merlin aero-
engine factory as well as

Crewe Works sites. 

What do you think
“Lokomotivfabrik”

means?

What did sites in Crewe
did they intend to spy on?

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



Take a look at the
following primary source

evidence showing
showing the Luftwaffe’s
interest in both the Rolls

Royce Merlin aero-
engine factory as well as

Crewe Works sites. 

What do you think
“flugmotorenfabrik”

means? 

What site did they intend
to spy on?

Credit: Imperial War
Museum 



Enquiry Question 7

What happened in Crewe when
the war was over?



Enquiry Question 7 Introduction: VE Day
VE stands for Victory in Europe. 

This day was celebrated on the 8th May 1945 when Germany surrendered in the the Second World War.

People marked this day by partying in the street with eating, dancing and singing. Food was still short and rationed.  



This is VE day in Crewe.
 

What can you see?

Credit: McLean
Collection of Crewe &
District Local History

Association



The Crewe Chronicle on
the 19th May 1945

published pictures from
the VE day celebrations. 

It shows the celebrations
in Wood Street. 

How did the children in
Crewe celebrate on VE

day?

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive



Have a look at the tea
party in Wood Street. 

Credit: British
Newspaper Archive


