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Monks and Church Coppenhall
Crewe developed out of two ancient towns. 

Monks Coppenhall had only 33 families living there at the time of the first UK census in 1841. Most of them were
working in farming. 

Church Coppenhall had 84 families including farmers, labourers, brickmakers, tailors and blacksmiths. 

Prior to the development and arrival of the railway, these two towns had mainly produced cheese as well as growing
trees to provide fuel for the nearby Nantwich salt industry. With the opening of the railway in 1837, it changed the area
forever. 

The Grand Junction Railway Company had an existing trainline that ran through Crewe and so it was decided that it
was a suitable location to build a new station. 

In 1840, Joseph Locke, the chief engineer of the Grand Junction Railway suggested they move the railway works to
Crewe where there was available land to build the workshops on. They opened 3 years later in 1843.

There was not much skilled labour in the area so the railway chiefs also developed a new place for workers to move to
with their families to start a new life. They wanted the workers to move with their families too so they set up schools,
churches, hospitals and shops to attract them. This became known as Crewe. 



Credit: Cheshire Archives and Local Studies

Take a look at the maps below.
It shows the railway running through Monks Coppenhall and Church Coppenhall in 1838, 1
year after the opening of Crewe Station. 
Can you see the station where Crewe built up around? Compare it to the map below from the
present day. 
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Take a look below at this newspaper article from 1846 talking about the new town- Crewe. 



The new cottages had gas lighting in their homes which was a rare feature for homes at the time- they even had it 17
years before the Houses of Parliament!

Most of them also had a running water supply directly to their house or a local water pump, fireplace and a scullery for
washing and drying their clothes. 

The children of the railway workers could go to specialist built schools paid for by the railway as well as visit shops like
pharmacies, grocers and mercers (textile dealers in silks and velvets). 

Dorfold Street was built on new land in 1845 and consisted of 70 houses known as the railway cottages. 

They were built by a building company called ‘Messrs George Branson and Edwin Gwyther’. They promised to build the
homes using “the very best materials of every kind."

The Railway Cottages

Take a look at the images below.
Can you spot Dorfold Street on the maps?
Take a look at the steam engines and factory that John would have worked in as well as
a picture of people from his team. 
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Take a look below at this newspaper article from 1846 talking about the railway cottages. 
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Take a look at this map from 1975 showing the plans for Crewe. Can you spot Dorfold Street? 
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The Grand Junction Railway owned the houses and rented them out to their workers.

Superior officers lived close by in large manor houses in Chester street. 

At the border of Chester Street and Lawrence Street, stood Chester Place, a manor house built for the Chief
Mechanical Engineer at the time. 

It’s residents included the Chief Mechanical Officer, Francis Webb and John Ramsbottom. 

Regular, on the ground workers living at the railway cottages of Dorfold Street would have lived very different
lifestyles. The residents at Chester Place would have had 4 servants also living with them. 

It has been said that were you to walk down the street and find you are on the same side of the road as a superior to
you in the works; that it was common courtesy to cross the street to show your respect. 

The Superior Officers

Take a look at Chester Place in the images below. 
How is it different to the houses in Dorfold Street?
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One of these cottages, was number 3 Dorfold Street. 

It’s first residents were John and Sarah Maddocks in 1845. 

We know that the Grand Junction Railway wanted to bring in a skilled workforce from the surrounding countryside
into Crewe and encouraged them to do so with better wages, modern homes and provisions for their whole family in
the form of schools, hospitals and churches. 

Life working for the Grand Junction Railway would have been a rewarding but exhausting job. 

John would have had to start at 6am and begin his 12 hour work day. He would have had to clock into work by hanging
up his work token. 

If he was ever late and his token missing, he would be penalised. 

At the same time the homes were being built, they were just starting their new life together as newlyweds. 

Let’s take a closer look at their life in this period following their journey to Crewe using census and archive material.

By 1846, the Grand Junction Railway merged with other railway companies to form the London and North Western
Railway, who John would have worked for. 

Dorfold Street



Suggested activities
Read through the information about Crewe's beginnings and the start of the Grand Junction Railway. 
Pupils to get into groups of 3.
Each group should be assigned one of the 10 resources available below. 
Each group should have 15 minutes to study their resource and think about the questions on their resource
question sheet. 
Once they have had research time with their resource, each group will spend up to 5 minutes preparing to present
what they have discovered. 
Each group to present in order as this is also year order. 
Each group to present to the rest of the class. 
Once all groups have presented, discuss as a class the following questions. 

Conclusion questions:
Who can summarise John and Sarah's life?
What do you think happened to Sarah?
Why do you think that the trade directory showed the provisions business belonging to Sarah but John's will
showed him leaving the business to her?

For Teachers/ Group
Leaders



Further information:

In the end, your pupils should be able to conclude that John and Sarah moved to Crewe for a better life. They
should be able to track their progress throughout their life.
You can also point out that we know John and Sarah were well educated and literate as they were able to sign their
names on their marriage certificate. You can compare this to the mark by the couple above them. 
They moved from Cheshire to Crewe for a better life promised to them by the Grand Junction Railway company.
They had a good home with running water and gas lighting which was very modern for the time.
The cottages were intended for the workers of the railway and when John died we can conclude that Sarah had to
leave her cottage at number 3 Dorfold Street. In 1871 she was a widower and by 1881, she was living next door at
number 5 Dorfold Street. She would have moved there as we can now see that her son is a 'Mechanical Engineer'  
with the London North Western Railway (LNWR); allowing them to both live here. 
We know that her son then moves away abroad in 1889 and by the 1891 census, she is no longer living there. 
You might want to hear from your pupils about what they think happened to Sarah. 
You might also want to explore what a census is with your pupils. You can find out more about this in the short
video on our website. 
You might also want to explore what it was to be a 'Provisions Dealer' and selling groceries out of her house. 
You might also want to point out the 1851 census where we can see 22 Chester Street with Francis Trevithick living
with 3 servants. He was the the Locomotive Superintendent and would have lived opposite Dorfold Street. You can
compare and contrast how different these Victorian homes would have been. It has been said that were you to
walk down the street and find you are on the same side of the road as a superior to you in the works; that it was
common courtesy to cross the street to show your respect which John would probably have had to do. 



Resource 1
Take a look at John and Sarah's wedding certificate. They got married 3 years before they moved to Crewe in
1845. 

Read the document to answer the questions below.

What date did they get married?1.
Where did they get married?2.
Take a look at John and Sarah's wedding certificate next to "This Marriage was solemnized between us,".
They have been able to sign their names. Then take a look at the wedding certificate of the couple above
them. The mark there symbolises the couple's signature as they were not able to write. What does this tell
us about John and Sarah? 

3.

What were both of their father's jobs?4.
Why do you think it asks about their father's jobs and not their mothers?5.
What are John and Sarah's job?6.
What do you think these jobs involved?7.
How old are John and Sarah?8.
When would they both have been born?9.



Resource 1: John and Sarah's wedding certificate, 1842



Resource 2
Take a look at the 1851 Census. 

What is a census?
Can you spot John and Sarah Maddocks?
Where are they living?
Number 3 Dorfold Street was a 2 bedroom house. Who was living in the house at this time?
What was John's job?
What do you think this job involves?
Who else can you see on the census?
Can you find Francis Trevithick also?
Who else was living with Francis Trevithick and what were there roles?
Francis Trevithick was the Locomotive Superintendent and despite living just down the road at number 22
Chester Street, would have lived a strikingly different life to John and his family.  
Take a look at the rest of the street. Was anyone born in Crewe? Why do you think this is?
Who is the 'Head' of the house? Why do you think they were called the Head?



Resource 2: 1851 Census



Resource 3
Take a look at the 1861 census. 

What is a census?
Can you spot the Maddock family?
Where are they living?
Who lives in their home?
What are their jobs?



Resource 3: 1861 Census 



Resource 4
Take a look at the wedding certificate of John and Sarah's eldest daughter, Sarah- Ann.

Who does Sarah- Ann marry?
What year did they get married in?
Where did they get married?
What else do you see on the certificate?
What was the job of her father (John) on the certificate?



Resource 4: 1869 marriage certificate of Sarah Maddocks (daughter) 



Resource 5
Take a look at the 1871 census. 

What is a census?
Can you spot anyone from the Maddocks family?
What else can you read?
Where is John?
What is Sarah's job?
What do you think this means?
A provision dealer is someone who sold food, mainly groceries including fruits, vegetables and sometimes
meat. 
There was no fridge at 3 Dorfold Street. How do you think Sarah ran her business without a fridge?



Resource 5: 1871 Census 



Resource 6
Take a look at the will of John Maddocks from 1870.

It is a very difficult document to read. 
In his will, he hands the business onto Sarah as a provisions dealer if she feels fit to run it. It might be
possible that John no longer works for the London and North Western Railway (LNWR) anymore and is self
employed as a provisions dealer, then passing it onto Sarah. 
We know that he would have worked 12 hours a day in his role on locomotives at the Railway Works so he
would not have been able to continue his job and run a provision business. 
We know that his will was written in 1870 and the 1871 census shows us that Sarah is a widow. What do you
think this tells us?
Can you read any words below?



Resource 6: John Maddocks' Will



Resource 7
Take a look at this Trade Directory in Crewe from 1874. 

What can you see?
What do you think 'Provision dealer' means?
A provision dealer is someone who sold food, mainly groceries including fruits, vegetables and sometimes
meat. 
There was no fridge at 3 Dorfold Street. How do you think Sarah ran her business without a fridge?



Resource 7: 1874 Trade Directory



Resource 8
Take a look at the 1881 Census. 

What is a census?
Can you spot anyone from the Maddocks family?
What is their relation to each other?
Where are they living?
What are their jobs?
Can you find the 'Head' of the family?



Resource 8: 1881 Census 



Resource 9
Take a look at the Crewe Chronicle from the 25th May 1889. 

What can you read?
Can you spot anyone from the Maddocks family?



Resource 9: The Crewe Chronicle, 25th May 1889
Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive

(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk)



take a look at the 1891 Census. 

What is a census?
Can you spot anyone from the Maddocks family?
What do you think has happened to them?
Has your answer changed now that you have heard everyone else discuss their resource?

Resource 10



Resource 10: 1891 Census 



The Victorians
Sarah Maddocks and her family were living in Crewe at the time of the Victorian period. 

This was during the reign of Queen Victoria between 1837-1901. 

Life during the Victorian period was very different to what we know now.

Our homes would have been very different too. The way we power our machines, what our homes look like and even
how we go to the toilet have all changed!



A Victorian family
The first families in Crewe first settled here because of Crewe Works. 

When Crewe Works first moved to Crewe in 1843, they needed people who were strong with special engineering skills
to move to Crewe to work in the factories building the locomotives. 

To encourage people to do this, they also invited their families to join them too. 

Crewe Works built schools, churches, hospitals and shops to attract families to come here. 

That’s how Crewe became a town!

Explore the image below of Francis Webb and his family. 
He was the Chief Mechanical Engineer of Crewe Works from 1870 to 1903. 
He was well known for managing Crewe Works well and using innovative new
technology and power to grow the capacity of the Works. 
This picture was taken in the early 1970's when he had just started this job. 
Explore the clothes they are wearing and compare them to the clothes we wear now. 



Credit: The Crewe Heritage Centre



These Victorian railway cottages in Dorfold Street were built to provide good homes for the Grand Junction Railway
workers and their families. 

They would have been made from bricks and local stone from Crewe as well as other materials like glass brought in
from the local area via train. 

Number 3 Dorfold Street where Sarah Maddocks lived with John had gas lighting, running water and a privy in the
garden. It also had a fireplace in the living room. 

Take a look at the images below of a Victorian home. 

Victorian Homes

Take a look at the images below.
What do you notice about the rooms?
Can you see any electricity or technology?
How does it compare to the technology in your home?



Credit: The Museum of the Home
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A Victorian toilet
When, Sarah and John first moved in, they wouldn’t have had a flushing toilet like we do now. 

They would have had a privy. 

Their privy might have been a hut in the garden. Inside the hut would have been a wooden shelf with a hole in it. The
hole would have covered a bucket or a pot. 

The privy would have been emptied by someone called the Night Soil Men. This job involved collecting the buckets in
the middle of the night so that by the time people woke up in the morning, their privy was clean again!





Additional resources

Watch the short video about the railway cottages.


