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In February 2022, Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Platinum Jubilee after becoming Queen of the United Kingdom
and other Commonwealth countries in February 1952. 

A Platinum Jubilee is the celebration of the 70th year as a reigning Monarch. 

This year, Crewe is celebrating it's 185 year history which started with Crewe Station opening on the 4th July 1937. 

This was just 2 weeks after Queen Victoria became Queen on the 20th June 1837. 

In these 185 years of Crewe existing, there have been a total of 6 Monarchs on the throne. 

One of these Monarchs, Queen Elizabeth II, will be the first to celebrate their Platinum Jubilee and has become the
longest reigning Monarch in British history. 

This also means it is the first Platinum Jubilee ever in British history!

Her Platinum Jubilee will be officially celebrated on the 2nd June- 5th June. This is when there will be a special bank
holiday weekend where people will celebrate. 

All over the country, there will be people celebrating with dances, parades, pageants and parties!

Platinum Jubilee



What is a Commonwealth country?
How are you going to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee?
Have you celebrated a Royal event before?
If you have, what did you do?
In the past, there have been other Royal events celebrated like Royal visits to
Crewe and Coronations. 
Let's take a look at how the people of Crewe in the past have celebrated these
events. 
See if you can pick up any inspiration for your own Platinum Jubilee weekend
celebrations. 



Decorations
In the past, the people of Crewe have welcomed Royal visitors to the town and celebrated Coronations and Jubilees by
displaying bunting in the streets and in shops and houses. 

A Coronation is when someone officially becomes the King or Queen!

On the 22nd June 1911, King George V was officially Coronated. He was the Grandfather to our current Queen
Elizabeth II. Bunting was displayed by all the shops and Crewe Municipal Buildings were covered in 500 fairy lights.

Children also waved flags and banners in the street. 

On the 21st April 1913, King George V and Queen Mary visited Crewe. They were met at the train station with flags and
streamers waved by the people of Crewe. 

Take a look below at the pictures of this happening. You can see the decorations
used to celebrate Coronations in Crewe and Royal visits to Crewe. 
What decorations did they use?
How were they decorated?
How else did they celebrate in the pictures?
What else do you notice?
What decorations will you make for your Jubilee celebration?
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King George V Coronation in 1911
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King George V Coronation in 1911
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King George V visit in 1913, Victoria Street
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King George V visit in 1913, Nantwich Road with the junction of Mill Street
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King George V and Queen Mary visit to Crewe on the 21st April 1913. 
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Waiting for King George and Queen Mary to arrive on the Royal Train at Crewe Station in 1913



King George V and Queen Mary's arrival at Crewe Station in 1913
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Credit: National Railway Museum

Chester Bridge, Crewe showing the two cabs used to transport King George V and his Royal party around Crewe
when he visited in 1913. 



Victoria Street, Crewe before the Royal visit in 1913 



Edleston Road, Crewe before the Royal visit in 1913 



West Street, Crewe. Children awaiting the Royal Procession during the Royal visit in 1913. 



 Edleston Road, Crewe before the Royal visit in 1913 



Nantwich Road looking towards Crewe Station before the Royal visit in 1913 



Nantwich Road looking towards Crewe Station before the Royal visit in 1913  



Crewe Station before the Royal visit in 1913 



Looking up the High Street towards Edleston Road before the Royal visit in 1913 



At the junction of Market Street and Victoria Street before the Royal visit in 1913 



Edleston Road looking South from Chester Bridge before the Royal visit in 1913 



Victoria Street, CreweVictoria Street, Crewe before the Royal visit in 1913 



Crewe Arms Hotel before the Royal visit in 1913 



Design and make your own Royal Bunting
You've just examined pictures which showed how people celebrated Coronations in Crewe in the past. 

Did you notice the bunting?

Bunting has traditionally been used in the UK to decorate streets and houses to celebrate different events- the end of
the war, royal coronations and summer parties. 

Bunting is in the shape of a triangle. 

Let's try designing and making our own bunting. 

Try and show off your creativity!
What story do you want your bunting to show?
Where will you get your inspiration from? 
Will your bunting be colourful?
Will your bunting have a pattern?
What reaction do you want to get from people when they see your bunting?



Bunting templates
 

Paper
 

Pens and colouring
pencils

 
Scissors

 
String or ribbon

 
Pencil 

 
Rubber

 
Tape

WHAT WILL YOU NEED
1 2

3
4

Start by printing out the bunting
template on A3 or A2 paper. You can
use either of the templates or both.
You might want to print them on card.

Cut the shape out with
scissors. You can decide if you
want to keep the outline or not. 

You might want to practice your design first and think about your colours,
patterns and designs you want to feature on your bunting. 

3



5 6 7

When you feel comfortable with
your design, you can begin to
draw your designs onto your
bunting. 

You can cut smaller triangles out of
the template if you want too. 

Turn your triangle over and fold
over the top part. 



11 12

Turn your triangle over and fold
over the top part. Secure in place
with tape. 

Hang your bunting somewhere for everyone to see!





Street Parties
In the past, people in Crewe have had street parties to celebrate Royal visits, Coronations and Jubilees. 

King George VI was officially coronated in 1937. He was Queen Elizabeth II's father. People celebrated by holding tea
parties at school and in the street and having a competition for the best decorated party! The Crewe Chronicle in 1937
commented that "few towns of its size and character celebrated the Coronation more loyally than Crewe. The entire
population gave itself to rejoicing."

When Queen Elizabeth II was officially Coronated in June 1953, people in Crewe had tea parties on the street with
sandwiches, jellies and ice cream!

Take a look at the pictures below to see how people in Crewe celebrated Royal events with
street parties.  
What else do you think they are eating?
What would you like to eat at a street party?
How have they decorated their party?
How has this inspired you to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II's Jubilee?
Do you have any relatives who celebrated the Coronation in 1953. Ask them what they did
and how they celebrated. 
What food will you eat at your Jubilee celebrations?
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King George VI's Coronation being celebrated at Borough Girls Senior School in Crewe in 1937. 
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Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation Street Party in 1952



A Royal Welcome
People in Crewe have welcomed Royal visits in different ways in the past. 

King George V and Queen Mary visited Crewe in April 1913 and they were welcomed with people lining the streets on
their way to visit Crewe Works, The Webb Orphanage and the Railway Hospital. They were met by Foden's Band who
played the National Anthem. 

King George VI and the Queen Mother visited Crewe in 1940 along with the then Princess Elizabeth, who was visiting
Crewe for the first time. It was 1 year into World War 2 and it was a strange and uncertain time for Britain. The trip
was part of a wider country tour to boost the country's morale and give encouragement. They were welcomed by
people at Crewe Alexandra as well as the Rolls- Royce shadow factory where they observed engineers making Merlin
engines for war planes. Most of the workers there were women and the Queen was interested in their work. They were
greeted by Foden's Band who played songs for them. 

Queen Elizabeth II has also visited Crewe a number of different times as the reigning Monarch. She visited in 1977 and
took a look around Leighton Hospital as well as in 1987, opening the Crewe Heritage Centre. She was welcomed at the
station by the people of Crewe waving flags and banners. 

Take a look at the pictures below. 
How have royalty been welcomed to Crewe in the past?
How would you welcome Queen Elizabeth II to Crewe now?
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Foden's Band welcoming King George and Queen Mary in 1913
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King George and Queen Mary at Crewe Hall in 1913
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King George VI and the Queen Mother meeting Fred Mortimer of Foden's Band in 1940. 
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King George VI and the Queen Mother meeting Fred Mortimer of Foden's Band in 1940. 



Credit: fodensbandheritage.co.uk

King George VI, the Queen Mother and Princess Elizabeth greeting Foden's Band in 1940. 



Queen Elizabeth II visiting the Crewe Heritage Centre in 1987
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Queen Elizabeth II visiting the Crewe Heritage Centre in 1987
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Write a letter to the Queen
We want you to write a letter to Queen Elizabeth II telling her about Crewe and inviting her to visit.

Queen Elizabeth II reads almost all of her letters every day, shown to her by her Private Secretaries. 

Plan the different paragraphs in your letter- the introduction, the main text and the
final paragraph. 
Begin by congratulating her on her Platinum Jubilee. This means she will have been
Queen of England for 70 years. 
Invite her to Crewe. 
Why should she visit?
What should she see in Crewe?
Who should she meet in Crewe?
What will happen once the Queen arrives in Crewe?
What else do you think she should do on her visit?
How will this help Crewe?
How will this help the Queen?
How do you plan on welcoming the Queen? Will you use inspiration from past
celebrations?
How will you sign off on your letter?



Her Majesty The Queen
Buckingham Palace
London SW1A 1AA



Events in Crewe

Read the programmes below. 
How did Crewe celebrate King George V's coronation?
How did Crewe celebrate Queen Elizabeth II's coronation?
Think about Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee. 
Can you plan the Jubilee celebration events for your class or group?
How long will your celebrations last for?
What celebrations and events will you include?
Can you make a programme for all of these events?

Crewe has celebrated Royal events in the past with celebrations going on for days. 

There have been concerts, competitions and performances. 
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The Crewe Chronicle advertising King George V's coronation celebrations in 1911. 
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The Crewe Chronicle advertising King George V's coronation celebrations in 1911. 
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Competitions
To celebrate Royal events, people in Crewe have held competitions as part of their celebrations. 

When Queen Elizabeth II was officially coronated in 1953, people in Crewe had dressing up as the Queen competitions,
egg and spoon races, sports races and best dressed street competitions.  

Take a look at the pictures below. 
They show people in Crewe in 1953 holding competitions to celebrate the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II. 
Can you do an egg and spoon race? Who won?
What other competitions can you do?
Will you sing?
Will you dance?
What will you wear?
What music will you play?
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Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation Street Party in 1952
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Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation Street Party in 1952



King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visit Crewe in 194o.
Princess Margaret visiting the Rolls- Royce Factory in Crewe in 1962. 
Princess Mary visiting Crewe Memorial Hospital in 1928.

Watch the videos on our website from British Pathé to see:


