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Kings and Queens of the United Kingdom get lots of presents from people every year!
Some of these presents have been from Crewe.
Let's take a closer look at what Crewe has sent the Royals.

What does the past mean?
Queen Elizabeth II has been Queen of the United Kingdom for 70 years! This is
called her Platinum Jubilee.
What present would you give to Queen Elizabeth II to mark her Platinum Jubilee?
Why did you choose this present?
What do you think Crewe should give Queen Elizabeth II for her Platinum Jubilee
present?
Would you build or make something?
How would it help the Queen?
How would it make the Queen happy?

Queen's Park

Queen's Park was opened in 1887.
It was designed and given as a present to the people of Crewe from the train company in Crewe and dedicated to
celebrate Queen Victoria's 50th year as Queen.
This is called a Golden Jubilee!
It cost them about £10,000 to build this park- that's about £820,000 today!
Some people think that the land was bought by the train company and turned into a park so that other trainline
competitors couldn't build another station in Crewe!

Have you ever visited Queen's Park before in Crewe?
What did you do at the park?
What would you like to do at the park?
Is there anything you would like to add to the park?
Over time, people have added different parts to the park. Coronation Walk was
added in 1937 to mark the Coronation of King George V. He was Queen Elizabeth
II's dad.
What would you like to add to the park for Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee?

The opening of the park was to celebrate:
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Grand Junction Railway (the train company in Crewe when it first
opened).
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee; marking her 50th year on the throne.
The 3,000th engine made at the train factory.
When it opened in 1887, it wasn't finished!
It was finally finished in 1888 and the Duke of Cambridge opened it again.
He was given a golden key to the park and shouted out that it would be open to everyone forever!
On this day, people waved flags, released thousands of balloons, watched a firework display and listened to a band
playing on the bandstand.

Take a look at the pictures below to see people in Crewe at the entrance to Queen's Park
for it's opening.
Can you see the Duke of Cambridge at the front giving his speech?
Can you see the Clock Tower?
What else can you see?
Take a look at the Crewe Chronicle in 1888. It shows how people celebrated the opening
of Queen's Park.
What does the newspaper say?
Take a look at the Queen's Park Opening Programme from 1888.
What does it say?
Take a closer look at the pictures.
What can you see?
Take a look at the coins.
These were given to children in Crewe by Francis Webb.
What can you see?
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For teacher use
The Borough of Crewe
Opening of the Queen's Park, Crewe
Saturday 9th June 1888
The park (the gift of the London and North Western Railway Company to the inhabitants of the Borough
of Crewe) will be open to the public on Saturday the 9th of June 1888 by field Marshall commander in chief
HRH the Duke of Cambridge K.G. H.R.H will arrive at the locomotive offices of the railway company
about 1:20 PM when number 1 company of the 2nd Cheshire (Railway) Volunteer Engineer Corps will be
drawn up and furnish a guard of honour. H.R.H will then be entertained at luncheon in the offices of the
railway company and after the lunch, about 3:00 o’clock accompanied by the Mayor and Corporation will
proceed from the railway company offices, Chester bridge, along Oak St, Wistaston road and Victoria
Avenue, to the field opposite the entrance to Queen’s Park where H.R.H will inspect the 2nd Cheshire
Railway Engineer Volunteers.
H.R.H will then be presented with the Corporation Address and gold key at the park gates and declare
Queens Park open to the public. The clock tower and fountain presented by the employees of the railway
company will then be unveiled and after inspecting the park H.R.H will proceed to the West End of the
Victoria Avenue declaring the pond opened to the public and then proceed along West Street, High Town,
Victoria Street, Market Street, High Street and Mill Street to the railway station, returning to London by
train about 5:00 o’clock.
I shall feel obliged if the inhabitants along the line of route proposed to be taken will show their loyalty by
displaying what Bunting they may have. The inhabitants are requested to help to keep order on the line of
route and take care of the streets and roads are free for passage of H.R.H and Friends after the park has
been declared open and H.R.H has proceeded down West Street and Victoria Street, the public are
requested to take up there missions as far as possible on the line of route to be taken on the return journey
in High Street and Mill Street. Copy of the park by-laws will be exhibited at the entrance to the park and
the public are requested to take care that no damage is done and strictly confine themselves to the park
walks.
F.W. Webb, Mayor, Town Hall, Crewe, 25th of may 1888.
Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk)
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On both sides of the Clock Tower, there are two houses.
If you look at the roofs on the houses, you will see some clues left behind that tell us who helped to build the park.

What can you see?
Queen's Park was built by Francis
Webb, the Chief Engineer of the
Railway company.
Why did he choose this picture?

What can you see?
Queen's Park was also built by Sir
Richard Moon, the Railway company
chairman.
Why did he choose this picture?

Next time you visit Queen's Park, try finding the Clock Tower and the houses.
Look up to see if you can spot Webb's and Moon's secret pictures.
What else can you see on the entrance gates?

Take a close look at the pictures below of Queen's Park in the past.
Do you recognise these places in the park?
Have you ever been rowing on the lake before?

Coronation Walk in Queen's Park
Credit: www.queensparkcrewe.com
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The lake in 1947
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Royal Transport
Crewe has been making Royal transport for over 100 years from cars to trains.
Let's take a closer look.

Queen Elizabeth II's 2002 Bentley
Rolls- Royce cars made in Crewe have been the Royal family's favourite car since the 1950's.
In 1949, Princess Elizabeth (now Queen Elizabeth II) and her husband, The Duke of Edinburgh visited the Rolls- Royce
factory on Pym's Lane in Crewe.
They liked the cars so much that he ordered one!
Rolls- Royce made sure the car had all the best features for the Royals.
It was the first car made in Crewe to be kept at the Royal Mews in Buckingham Palace- this is where they keep all their
cars!
When Princess Elizabeth became Queen, it became one of her cars she used for special Royal occasions.
When Bentley cars took over Rolls- Royce, they also began to make very special cars for Queen Elizabeth II.
They made her a special Bentley State Limousine as a present for her Golden Jubilee (50 years as Queen) in 2002.
Only 2 were made for the Queen and they were both made here, in Crewe!

Take a look at these pictures which show the Bentley State Limousine being built in Crewe in
2002. On the car, there is a panel saying it was built in Crewe.
What else do you notice about the car?
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It was made to be the best car for the Queen!
Bentley cars usually have a 'B' on the front of the car so that people know who made it.
On the Queen's car she is able to change the B to show Saint George on his horse slaying a dragon while she is in
England.
If she is in Scotland, she can change it to a lion which is the country's symbol.
The car also has:
Extra space and a high roof so that the Queen can get into the car and out of the car graciously. The height of the
car was measured using the Queen's height so that it fits her perfectly.
Very big windows so that people can see the Queen when she is driving past.
A very strong engine going up to 130mph!
Very strong windows!

Take a look below at the B, Saint George slaying the dragon and the lion.
Look at the motif on top of the Queen's Bentley.
Take a closer look at the Queen next to her Bentley.
Would you add anything else to her car?
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The 3 guardian lions of
England. Lions represent
strength, courage and pride!

The harp representing
Ireland. The harp is the most
popular Irish musical
instrument.

The lion- representing Scotland.

Together these 3 represent the Queen, the Head of State and the United Kingdom.

Design the Queen's Bentley motif
You just looked at the motif on top of Queen Elizabeth II's Bentley.
A motif is a picture that represents something or someone.
Let's design a new motif for the Queen's Bentley to celebrate her Platinum Jubilee year and her links to Crewe.

Is your motif going to tell a story?
Is it going to tell a story about Queen Elizabeth II?
Is it going to tell a story about Crewe since Queen Elizabeth II has been Queen?
Where will you get your inspiration from? By reading a book or by going outside?
Are you going to use colours?
Are you going to show a pattern?
How do you want people to feel when they see your motif?
Are you going to draw a picture of the Queen's crown?
Are you going to write Queen Elizabeth II's name?
Are you going to draw anything from Crewe?

You can plan with a pencil what your motif might
look like.

When you are ready, you can begin to draw your
motif.

Watch the video on our website from AP Archive to see the Bentley being
gifted to Queen Elizabeth II in 2002.

The Royal Trains
Queen Victoria was the first British Royal to take a train in 1842.
She was very scared of trains and she believed that trains going really fast could make you sick!
When she did travel on a train, she was able to go all around the United Kingdom meeting different people.
Royal trains used to be a secret so that the Royal family could travel without anyone seeing them.
Now we can find out a bit more about these trains.
A lot of them were made in Crewe!
Locomotives pulling these Royal trains were also built in Crewe!
Locomotives pull trains from the front and have the engine which powers the train to move forwards.

Have you been on a train before?
Did you like it?

One of these locomotives was called The Coronation.
It was a set of locomotives named to celebrate King George V's Coronation.
The 5,000th locomotive built in Crewe was a Coronation and it was stronger and faster than all the other locomotives
before it.
It cost about £4,000 to build- that’s about £502,000 today!
King George V used this locomotive to travel by train on his Royal trips.
It was powered by steam.
Steam is made by burning coal over water.

Have you seen steam before?
Maybe when you have seen someone boil the kettle or cook pasta.
Take a look at the 5,000th Coronation being built and tested in Crewe.
How are trains powered now?
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