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As a reigning Monarch, you receive a lot of gifts from different people every year.
Some of these gifts have been from Crewe to either the Royal family or the town to celebrate it's Royal connections.
Let's take a closer look at these gifts.

What would you gift to Queen Elizabeth II to mark her Platinum Jubilee?
Why did you choose this?
What do you think Crewe should gift to Queen Elizabeth II to mark her Platinum
Jubilee?
Would you build or make something?
How would it help the Queen?
How would it make the Queen happy?

Queen's Park

Queen's Park was opened on the 4th July 1887.
It was designed and planned by the London and North Western Railway’s Chief Mechanical Engineer; Francis Webb
and a Victorian leading landscape designer; Edward Kemp.
It cost them £10,000 to build in 1887. That's about £820,000 today!
The 45- acre park was a gift from the London and North Western Railway (LNWR) to the town of Crewe.
Some people believe that the land was bought by the LNWR to stop rival trainline competitors from building a new
trainline through Crewe.

Have you ever visited Queen's Park before in Crewe?
What did you do there?
What would you like to do there?
Is there anything you would like to add to the park?
Over time, different features have been added such as the Coronation Walk in 1937
to mark the Coronation of King George V. He was Queen Elizabeth II's father.
What would you like to add to the park to mark Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum
Jubilee?

The opening of the park was to commemorate:
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Grand Junction Railway.
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee; marking her 50th year on the throne from her accession date on the 20th June
1837.
The 3,000th engine made at Crewe Works.
In 1887, the park was opened unfinished.
It was finished over the next year and was officially opened on the 9th June 1888 by The Duke of Cambridge, George
William Frederick Charles.
He was presented with a golden key to the gates of the park and declared that it would be open to the public forever.
On the opening day, there was a procession all around Crewe leading to Queen's Park.
People waved flags and streamers, watched a release of balloons as well as a firework display and listened to the
Carriage Works Band playing on the bandstand.

Take a look at the pictures below to see people in Crewe gathered at the entrance to
Queen's Park for it's opening.
Can you see the Duke of Cambridge at the front giving his speech?
Can you see the Clock Tower?
What else can you see?
Take a look at the Crewe Chronicle in 1888. It shows how people celebrated the opening
of Queen's Park.
What does the newspaper say?
Take a look at the Queen's Park Opening Programme from 1888.
What does it say?
Take a closer look at the pictures.
What do you notice?
Take a look at the coins.
These were given to children in Crewe by Francis Webb.
What can you see?
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The Borough of Crewe
Opening of the Queen's Park, Crewe
Saturday 9th June 1888
The park (the gift of the London and North Western Railway Company to the inhabitants of the Borough
of Crewe) will be open to the public on Saturday the 9th of June 1888 by field Marshall commander in chief
HRH the Duke of Cambridge K.G. H.R.H will arrive at the locomotive offices of the railway company
about 1:20 PM when number 1 company of the 2nd Cheshire (Railway) Volunteer Engineer Corps will be
drawn up and furnish a guard of honour. H.R.H will then be entertained at luncheon in the offices of the
railway company and after the lunch, about 3:00 o’clock accompanied by the Mayor and Corporation will
proceed from the railway company offices, Chester bridge, along Oak St, Wistaston road and Victoria
Avenue, to the field opposite the entrance to Queen’s Park where H.R.H will inspect the 2nd Cheshire
Railway Engineer Volunteers.
H.R.H will then be presented with the Corporation Address and gold key at the park gates and declare
Queens Park open to the public. The clock tower and fountain presented by the employees of the railway
company will then be unveiled and after inspecting the park H.R.H will proceed to the West End of the
Victoria Avenue declaring the pond opened to the public and then proceed along West Street, High Town,
Victoria Street, Market Street, High Street and Mill Street to the railway station, returning to London by
train about 5:00 o’clock.
I shall feel obliged if the inhabitants along the line of route proposed to be taken will show their loyalty by
displaying what Bunting they may have. The inhabitants are requested to help to keep order on the line of
route and take care of the streets and roads are free for passage of H.R.H and Friends after the park has
been declared open and H.R.H has proceeded down West Street and Victoria Street, the public are
requested to take up there missions as far as possible on the line of route to be taken on the return journey
in High Street and Mill Street. Copy of the park by-laws will be exhibited at the entrance to the park and
the public are requested to take care that no damage is done and strictly confine themselves to the park
walks.
F.W. Webb, Mayor, Town Hall, Crewe, 25th of may 1888.
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On either side of the Clock Tower, stand two lodges built in 1887 by John Brooke. They’re almost identical apart from
the West Lodge having a bell tower.
If you look closely at the roof, you will see clues to show the people responsible for opening and building the park.

What can you see?
Queen's Park was built by Francis
Webb, the Chief Engineer of London
and North Western Railways.
Why did he choose this picture?

What can you see?
Queen's Park was also built by Sir
Richard Moon, the London and North
Western Railway Chairman.
Why did he choose this picture?

Next time you walk into Queen's Park from the main entrance on Victoria Avenue, look at the 2
lodges standing on either side of the gate.
Look up to see if you can spot Webb's and Moon's secret pictures.
What else can you see on the entrance gates?

Take a close look at the pictures below of Queen's Park in the past.
Do you recognise these places in the park?
Have you ever been rowing on the lake before?

Coronation Walk in Queen's Park
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The lake in 1947
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Royal Transport
Crewe has been manufacturing Royal transport for over 100 years from cars to trains.
Let's take a closer look at what they have made.

Queen Elizabeth II's 2002 Bentley
From the early 1950's, Rolls- Royce became the preferred manufacturer of Royal vehicles.
This happened after Princess Elizabeth and The Duke of Edinburgh visited the Rolls- Royce factory in Crewe in 1949.
While at the factory, the Duke's attention was caught by a car being made called the Phantom IV.
He asked if he could test drive the car and enjoyed driving it so much that he ordered one.
It was tailored to be the best quality car for the Royals.
It was the first car made in Crewe to be kept at the Royal Mews in Buckingham Palace- this is where they keep all their
cars.
When Queen Elizabeth II became Queen in 1952, it became one of the official state cars and it still remains in the Royal
Mews today being brought out for special Royal occasions or official duties.
When Rolls- Royce was brought by Bentley, they also began to provide cars for the Queen.
Their headquarters and design and manufacturing centre are in Crewe and it is here that they made her Bentley State
Limousine to mark her Golden Jubilee (50 years as Queen).

Take a look at the pictures below which show the Bentley State Limousine being built in
Crewe in 2002. It features a panel saying it was built in Crewe.
What else do you notice about the car?
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It was made to represent the best that Bentley has to offer.
Depending on where the Queen is travelling to, the Bentley 'Flying B' can be replaced with Saint George on his horse
slaying the dragon which is the Queen's personal mascot or by a lion in Scotland; the country's symbol.
Let's take a closer look at the features of the Queen's Bentley:
It was made wider and larger than other Bentley’s to allow more room for the Queen in the back. The roof is also
higher by 25.5cm than other Bentley’s to allow the Queen to enter and exit graciously. The seats were developed
using measurement’s of the Queen’s height so that it was personalised to her.
Bentley made the car with large windows like a ‘panoramic glasshouse’ so that observers at her engagements have
an opportunity to see the Queen.
It’s extremely strong with a twin- turbocharged engine and a maximum speed of 130mph. It has armoured glass
and Kevlar- reinforced tyres. Kevlar is a strong and highly resistant material.
When the Queen wants some privacy, opaque panels can be added to keep people from looking into the car.
The car has a motif on it’s roof which shows a Royal coat- of- arms.

Take a look below at the interchangeable 'Flying B' and Saint George.
Look at the motif on top of the Queen's Bentley.
Take a closer look at the Queen next to her Bentley.
Would you add any other features to the car?
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The 3 guardian lions of
England. Lions were chosen as
they are believed to personify
British qualities- strength,
courage, dignity and pride.

The lion- representing Scotland.

The harp representing
Ireland. The harp is the most
popular Irish instrument.
Together these 3 represent the Queen, the Head of State and the United Kingdom.

Design the Queen's Bentley motif
You've just looked at the motif on top of Queen Elizabeth II's Bentley.
A motif is a distinctive image that represents something or someone.
Let's design a new motif for the Queen's Bentley to celebrate her Platinum Jubilee year and her links to Crewe.

What story is your motif going to tell?
Is it going to tell a story about Queen Elizabeth II?
Is it going to tell a story about Crewe since Queen Elizabeth II has been Queen?
Is it going to say how long the Queen has been the reigning Monarch?
Where will you get your inspiration from? By reading a book or by going outside?
Are you going to use colours?
Are you going to show a pattern?
How do you want people to feel when they see the motif?
Are you going to draw a picture of the Queen's crown?
Are you going to write Queen Elizabeth II's name?
Are you going to draw anything from Crewe?

You might want to plan what elements, pictures
and words you want in your motif.

When you are ready, you can begin to draw your
motif.

Watch the video on our website from AP Archive to see the Bentley being
gifted to Queen Elizabeth II in 2002.

The Royal Trains
There has been a Royal Train ever since Queen Victoria became the first British Monarch to take a train in 1842.
Prince Albert, her husband, was a big fan of trains but Queen Victoria was still unsure about travelling on one.
This was until she realised that trains were necessary for her to travel around the country meeting people.
The specially made Royal Trains, pulled by locomotives had been kept a secret as a security measure until their
existence became known in 1946.
Some of these Royal Trains and locomotives have been manufactured at Crewe Works.

The Coronation was a specially designed locomotive fleet built to celebrate King George V’s Coronation. It was
designed to pull express passenger trains and one of these Coronations became the 5,000th locomotive to be
completed at Crewe Works in 1911.
It was known as an extremely powerful locomotive and had equal performance compared to much larger ones.
It cost £4,000 to build- that’s about £502,000 today!
The locomotive became the first choice of King George V’s on his Royal duties and also took the King’s son to
Carnarvon Castle for his official move to take his father’s previous role as the Prince of Wales.
The LNWR Chief Mechanical Engineer at Crewe introduced the superheating capability to this locomotive making it
25% more powerful than the average locomotive at the time.
This locomotive and all locomotives built before the 1930’s, were powered by steam. In the engine, coal would be burnt
to boil water. This produces steam which creates a high pressure and expands. This expanding steam is captured and
is what pushes the part of the train connected to the wheels, pushing the locomotive forward.
A superheater reheats the steam again which increases it’s energy.

Take a look at the 5,000th Coronation being built and tested in Crewe.
How are trains powered now?
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When King George V visited Crewe in 1913, he spent a long time touring Crewe Works.
It was planned that two cabs pulled by a locomotive would take King George V and his royal party from the Crewe
Station entrance to the entrance of the Works.
They were previously used in Crewe Works for taking equipment around to the different manufacturing sheds but
were smartened up and upholstered to be suitable for the King.

Take a look at the Crewe Cabs being prepared for their Royal guests.
What can you see?
Take a look at King George V and his Royal party entering the Crewe Cabs.
Take a look at one of the Crewe Cabs now which you can visit at the Crewe Heritage
Centre.
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