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Munition Workers

Daisy Haywood worked in a munitions factory in Crewe at the start of World War 1 (1914-1918).
She was born in 1888 and was 26 years old by the time she was working in 1914 at the munitions factory.
This was very important work and involved the making of bullets and bomb shells packed with explosives.
Munition factories had more than a 90% female workface, working day and night to make bullets and bomb shells for
the British Army to carry on fighting.
These factories might have been uncomfortable and dangerous and had not been adapted to fit female use. It was also
a difficult and dangerous job with many women losing their lives through accidents, poisoning and explosions.
Female munition workers were nicknamed ‘munitionettes’ and they worked hard to supply the army with equipment
needed to fight. By the end of the First World War, around 1 million women were working as munitionettes.
One of these factories was stationed in Crewe and you can take a look at the Crewe munition factory female workers
and their uniforms in the images below.
Daisy worked long days working up to 12 hours. She might have only had a 10 minute break to have a cup of tea, eat
lunch and go to the toilet.

She came into contact with poisonous substances including TNT which was an explosive. It turned their skin yellow
and it was dangerous to be exposed to it for a prolonged period.
She would have had to carry heavy equipment, machinery and shells and the physical labour was tough for women
who were not used to working.
The munition factories were extremely loud with heavy machines clanging and workers shouting to each other.
Factories were also at risk of explosion.
To create the vast amount of munitions needed, local towns began to collect steel and copper and other materials to
create the shells.

What can you read in the census in 1911? The war isn't going to start for another 3 years.
Take a look at the Crewe munition team with Daisy sitting in the middle of the front row. What
do you notice about their uniforms?
Read the 5 newspaper articles from the Crewe Chronicle. What has happened?
What does this tell us about Daisy's job and experience?
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Infirmary Nurse

In Crewe during World War 1, an auxiliary hospital at The Webb Orphanage was opened as a British Red Cross
hospital to treat wounded men arriving from abroad.
Women in the local area would have volunteered part-time. Auxiliary hospitals were often very homely with enough
space to fully recover.
Roles for women might have included washing the bed sheets in carbolic soap, cleaning the bed frames, washing
clothes, preparing bandages and ointments, administering penicillin, flower arranging and giving baths to injured
soldiers.
Nursing would have been exhausting and women would have seen the horror of war.

Take a look below at some of the nurses at The Webb Orphanage and their jobs.

Miss Olive Alexander
Olive started at The Webb Orphanage on the 11th January 1916 and she volunteered 4 hours every week. She was in
charge of helping with the soldiers during the hospital dances.
Mrs Isabella Baguley
Isabella started at The Webb Orphanage on the 6th January 1915 as a nurse volunteer. Her record showed she worked
very hard and was popular.
Mrs Beatrice A. Bailey
Beatrice started at The Webb Orphanage on the 26th May 1918, about 6 months before the end of World War 1. She
worked part- time in the kitchens.
Mrs Lena Bullock
Beatrice started at The Webb Orphanage on the 20th May 1916 and worked part time in the kitchens and the wards
treating the soldiers wounds.
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Women's roles during World War 2
When World War 1 ended in 1918, most women were not allowed to work in the jobs they had been working in before.
When World War 2 started in 1939, women were again asked to fill in the jobs that men had left behind.
The role of women in both World War 1 and World War 2 was vital to ensuring that life back at home in Britain stayed
as normal as can be. They took over jobs that prior to the start of the war, were only available to men and they were
eager to take up this opportunity. They might have worked as part of the Land Army, as railway porters or as munition
workers making bomb shell casings in factories.
They didn't do it without difficulty though as most workplaces were not designed for women- they came up against
working in places with no female toilets, their family's opinions about their new work and troublesome colleagues.
Let's take a look at some of these jobs.

The Land Army

The Women’s Land Army was a group during World War 1 enabling women to work in growing crops and vegetables.
It was brought back in 1939 in preparation for World War 2 and was a key role in ensuring Britain had enough of a food
supply. This was important as most food was imported from Europe and this had to be temporarily stopped for the
War.
‘Dig for Victory’ was a World War 2 campaign set up by the British Ministry of Agriculture and men and women were
encouraged to grow their own food as well at home.
Outside spaces including public parks and garden were turned into vegetable patches to support this initiative
including Queen's Park in Crewe growing 35,000 onions and 512 cucumbers.
Women who joined the Land Army were not initially paid and they supported this initiative voluntarily but in 1941,
they were paid. Lily Dimelow would have been 1 of 80,000 Land Army Women helping out at the height of the war.
Lily Dimelow was from Groby Road in Crewe and signed up to work in the Land Army as well as working on
Micklewright's farm, delivering milk during World War 2.
She was engaged to be with Jim Shenton who had joined the RAF in June 1940 as an electrician, travelling to Palestine,
Egypt and India.
Jim didn't approve of her joining the Land Army and on Saturday 24th July 1942, he wrote the following in his diary.
"Lily in Land Army. Don’t go much on the idea."

Lily would have been paid less than a man for the same equivalent work and would have received 28 shillings a week. A
man would have received 38 shillings a week.
Lily might have learnt to ride a bicycle and a tractor for the first time.
She might have lived with women of similar age to her in a hostel near to the farm and might have gone to local dances
in Crewe.
About one quarter of all Land Army women were employed to do dairy work. Like Lily, they might have driven the milk
delivery vans to Crewe.
The Land Army roles would have included harvesting vegetables, planting trees and milking the cows. Most did not
have any experience of farming but they made a large contribution to reduce food importation and in the end,
produced 70% of all the food the country needed during this time.
Lily might have worked near Nantwich in Cheshire where most of the dairy supply was produced.

Take a look at the images below of Daisy.
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Take a look at the poster's below encouraging women to join the land army.

The government and the Land Army wanted women to join and they developed posters
encouraging women to sign up and join. They specifically appealed to women living in large
towns and cities by encouraging them to experience rural life.
Try creating your own poster encouraging them to join the Land Army.
What colours will you use?
What images or drawings will you use?
What slogan will you use to encourage them to join?
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These newspaper articles taken from the Crewe Chronicle in 1939, highlight the representation of the Women's Land
Army.
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Lily might have worked with Eveline Fletcher and Hilda Dison who were milkmaids working for the Land Army in 1941
in Nantwich for Reaseheath Agricultural College. They said:
“My reason for joining the Land Army was because I loved the countryside and animals, and wanted to help in the war effort. The
uniform was very attractive, and the whole world seemed to beckon me, full of adventure - a new life begun. We scythed, plucked
chickens, milked cows by hand, rode cart horses, cleaned shippons and stables, made silage, helped to clip the sheep, fed the animals
including bulls and pigs, learnt how cheese and cream were made in the vast dairies, dug ditches. In fact we were given an excellent
grounding in farm work. We also had lessons concerning crops etc. in the classrooms during the day…the war years produced a new
freedom for women, and occupations undreamed of prior to the war.”
'Eveline Fletcher and Hilda Dison, WW2 People's War
'WW2 People's War is an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of the public and gathered by the BBC. The
archive can be found at bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar'

Rolls Royce Merlin Engines

War was inevitable and the British government began to search for sites to create aeroplane engines.
Rolls- Royce were asked to make these by the government to supply their specialist Merlin aero engine to be fitted into
British Aircraft planes- the Spitfire and the Hurricane!
'Shadow' factories were set up around Britain including one in Crewe. The factory's building was camouflaged and the
windows were blacked out as war began officially 7 weeks after the opening of the factory.
The powerful engine enabled the aircraft to travel over 400mph!
Women would have worked in this factory also. Female munition workers took this opportunity to get fair and equal
wages to men.
Women workers in Crewe went on strike in 1939 for 2 weeks to protest over unfair standards and pay. This tactic
worked and Rolls- Royce agreed to install better and specific facilities for women.

How do you think it might have felt to have your first job as a female munitions worker at
the factory?
Do you think you might have been treated differently when you went to work as a women?
Why?
Take a look at the images below showing women at work at the factory in Crewe in 1940.
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The Labour Officer for London states
that women are easier to train than
unskilled men; they have a particular
aptitude for various processes, such as
viewing, and in repetition work are
said to be less liable to tire. In
intelligence, a girl of 18 is said to
be equal to an unskilled man of 25.

Railway Porters

Women would have also worked at Crewe Railway station as porters during World War 2 which you can see in the
images.
They might have moved heavy items across the station carrying trunks and packages as well as ensuring train blinds
were kept down during a blackout.
They might have earned up to £5 a week as a porter which would have been a lot of money compared to any pre- war
jobs they might have had. However, it was still not as much as a man would have been earning in the same job.
The General Railway offices at Crewe employed women to work in different jobs in the railway at Crewe. For example,
Dorothy Billington’s role was to type up the railway timetables.
Women still came up against prejudice and there were strictly ‘male roles’ and ‘female roles’. For example, there were
no female train drivers until the 1970’s.
Many preferred working in the railways as opposed to the Land Army as this would have allowed them to stay at home.
For women, it was exciting- a higher pay and a new, challenging but rewarding job.
Read the newspaper article from the Crewe Chronicle below.
What is the article talking about?
What do you think? Are you surprised by some of the comments?
Take a look at the images of the railway porters below. It shows 'LMS' which stands for London,
Midland and Scottish Railway. This was the railway company in Crewe during World War 2.
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Air Raid Wardens

Women also had the option to volunteer through the Women's Voluntary Service (WVS); mainly as Air Raid Precaution
wardens.
Throughout the war, the WVS had about 1 million members.
They might have ran kitchens and centres for people made homeless by the bombing, escorted children to safety and
helped people directly after a bombing on their home.
It was completely voluntary and women had to buy their own uniform which was a grey tweed suit and a red jumper.
They were mainly responsible for keeping the public safe and acting as first responders. The job was extremely
dangerous and they often had to work in dangerous situations.
They might also be involved in ensuring people in Crewe kept their lights off and curtains closed during a blackout.
Each warden had a post which was in charge of a certain area or street and they were first on the scene before any
police or ambulances.

In Crewe, there were several air raids on the following dates. A female ARP warden would have been first on the scene.
While it wasn't hit as badly as other surrounding cities, Crewe still experienced bombing.
Night raid 3 August 1940
Night raid 15 August 1940
Night raid 27 August 1940
Night raid 28 August 1940
Night raid 19 September 1940
Night raid 26 September 1940
Day raid 3 October 1940
Night raid 14 November 1940
Day raid 29 December 1940
Night raid 10 March 1941
Night raid 7 April 1941
Night raid 1 June 1941

This quote is from a female ARP warden from Crewe discussing her experiences:
'The clouds of war were gathering over Europe when my mother, my sister Irene and I joined the ARP as Air Raid Wardens. I was seventeen years old and my sister was
fifteen. We attended lectures in a police station near Old Swan in Liverpool and learned of the various gases that we might encounter; mustard gas (the smell of musty
hay); phosgene gas and others that I have now forgotten, and we wore respirators in a special gas chamber filled with tear gas. Later, we went to houses in our
neighbourhood fitting gas masks on the local inhabitants, and inquired about babies in their homes for they would need special respirators. It was a very exciting time
albeit rather frightening. What lay ahead for all of us? '
'Eveline Fletcher and Hilda Dison, WW2 People's War
'WW2 People's War is an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of the public and gathered by the BBC. The archive can be found at
bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar'
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Further discussion points and activities
From the above list of female roles during World War 1 and World War 2, pick
your favourite job.
Write a letter to a friend or a family member describing your experience.
For Land Army:
You might want to think about your experiences living away from home for the first
time as well as working long days in a physical job. How would this make you feel?
You could also think about your experiences of doing something for the first timemaybe learning to ride a bicycle or a tractor.
For the Rolls Royce factory:
You might want to think about the bombing on the factory in 1940 or your experiences
working there as a woman and going on strike for 2 weeks.
For the railway porter:
You might want to think about your experiences doing this role for the first time.

For the munitionettes:
You might want to think about your experiences working in a dangerous and risky
environment using details from the case study above.
For the ARP wardens:
You might want to date one of the letters to one of the Crewe air raids and discuss
your experiences of what you can see, hear, smell and feel.
For the infirmary nurse:
You might want to write it from the perspective of one of the nurses mentioned.
Think about their roles and what this might involve. Think about the things you
might see and the stories you might hear from the soldiers.

Watch the short video about these different roles.

